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USMAN ABDUL KARIM KHAN

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Hindustani Instrumental Music (Sitar)

Born on 22 September 1940, Shri Usman Abdul Karim Khan lives
in Pune. He is a sixth-generation musician and third generation
classical Sitar player - grandson of Rehmat Khan of Dharwad
- one of the Navratnas of the Maharaja of Mysore, and son of
Abdul Karim Khan, who initiated him into playing this instrument
at the age of 6 years. Usman Khan’s fine blend of the “Gayaki
ang” and “Tantkari ang” makes him a deserving legatee of his
illustrious family.

Shri Usman Khan was the Sitar player for the “24 hour Raag
session” in Paris in 1985, and in the same city has performed
for 9 hours with his all-night concert in 1988. He was the
only instrumentalist from the East to give a full concert at
the “International Guitar Festival” in Marseilles in May 1986.
Indeed, he has featured in most of the important music festivals
in India, Europe, the USA and Gulf countries, Malaysia, South
Korea, Japan and Australia. Usman Khan has been Head of the
Faculty of Music at the Karnataka University. He has been passing
his unique heritage to disciples across the world since the 1960s
through “Naad Mandir” in Pune. He has several audio cassettes
and CDs to his credit.

Shri Khan has been nominated as International Dean, Hindustani
Music of the Temple of Fine Arts in Malaysia which has also
conferred on him the title ‘Sitar Nada Yogi’.

Shri Usman Abdul Karim Khan receives the Sangeet Natak
Akademi Amrit Award for his contribution to Hindustani
instrumental music.



